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A Line o' Cheer Each Day o the Year.
By JOHN KENDRICK BANGS.

First printing of an original poem wrltUa Oallf
for The Washington lieralo.

IN DISGUISE.

All, Snou-flakc- s, in your drcs of white
ou seek lo fool me in jour flight.

But, gentle friends, have 1 not eyes
With which to fathom your disguise?

You're but last Summer's rain-dro- come
To solace earth, now stricken dumb
By Winter's cold, to hold her warm
And safe against the Arctic storm.

The chilling Blast that brings you here
Recks not the mission you hold dear.
But looks upon you as a host
To chain the Captive of the Frost.

But I know better, and I sec
Beneath jour mask how loyally
You hold her free from Winter's pain
Till Howcrtimc shall come again.

(Ccfyrftbt, fflj

Let lis hope that no unfortunate noncombatant
craft will encounter the peace ship.

Gasoline is going to 35 cents a gallon. But

what do uc care' We don't drink, anjway.
'

More pay is asked for the Marine Band. Even

Lnclc Sam ought to be willing to pay the piper.

Baltimore has not jet finished disinfecting that
unsavory Christmas package handed it by the
governor's vice commission.

Chicago man won ,i champagne dinner for

himself and three others b taking a dip in the

ocean tin other da. But the fellow who hasn't

the price of a plate of pork and beans can't gU il
-- o ca-- il

The difference between the Dewey and the

Daniels' reports seems to be just the difference be-

tween militarism and preparedness. To get neither,
as the result of a determined effort on the part of

the chauvinists lo get the former, would be a

calamitv

million or two people will be disposed lo ac-

cuse of plaigan-- m that celebrated astrologer who

predicts thai Jul will bring the President many

anxieties and that there will be delay in getting
important appropriation measures through Con-grc-- s.

11 that has rcall happened in New ork is

tbat the health department's embargo on the sale

of horse meat has been lifted, but this won't pre-

vent tin Republican spellbinders from shouting
horse meal" when thev are discussing the high

eost of living m next cars campaign

Tlic people ol Crccn County, Wis, have been

living on I.inibtirger cheese of their own produc-

tion, and to this the physicians attribute the good

health of the inhabitants and the low death rate.
Is it possible thec people have discovered the
secret of the prescription bottle'

The oldest examples of homo sapiens so far dis-

covered in the world have been found within three
miles ol the White House, s3jS the New York

I veiling Post The Post on several occasions has
recorded the remarkable fact that no samples of

homo s piens arc to be found in the neighborhood
ot the White House today.

The iiiajoritv of thinkers arc in favor of mili-

tary preparedness because it will serve to keep

alive the manhood of the nation rather than be-

cause we arc threatened with attack from any
specific quarter To build a gigantic navy and re-

ject any form of military training for the youth
of the country will fail of this purpose and give

us a suspiciously truculent air in the eyes of our
friends

A Psalm for the Pacifists,
--nir mii:it va is mvui: ti hi: niikihi:i.

A Nntion of sissies" Poltroon" nd Kunuchs Is
n Kasv Mark Rimeses II

'"I did not raise my boy to be a soldier.'
What heroic. Spartan, patriotic clp'
What better way to breed a pulling iinK-sop- ?

Xoblc mother of a sweet, white-livere- d whelp!

"'I did not raise mv boy to be a soldier.'
Xo. I raised him as a mollycoddle cute
And taught him to regret he'd but one smeller,
W hen some husky ruffian smacked him on the

snoot.

"Then I trained him to be meek and mild and
gentle ,t t

And, when danger threatened home, to fly the
coop. .

Just see him' isn't he the tender lambkin?
Isn't he the "pure and perfect nincompoop!

"By precept and example he was moulded
Till there wasn't any outrage he'd resist.
And "Peacc-at-any-pri- his manly motto,
Made him holy pacifist.

"When kicked in second story of his trousers
He'd implore that bully rude to kindly quit;
In fact he always acted like a lady
Or a baby-boob- y Neutral and an It."

W. E. P. FRENCH, U. .S A..
Jn Louisville Courier-Journa- l.

PP?Ppif
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A Cengreu ef Wrld Interest
Whether we learn more from our Southern

neighbors than they from us, or the reverse proves

to be the case, there must inevitably be great gain

for the peoples of the Western Hemisphere as the

result of the Scientific Congress

vvhich meets in Washington today for a session of

two weeks. Brought into closer relationship by

realization of how much more dependent one upon

the other we have become since war became 'the

chief business of Europe, this remarkable gathering
of the men of most distinguished achievement of
the two American continents is an event not
second in importance even to the conferences of
the leaders in finance and commerce of the na-

tions of America, held in Washington less than a
year ago, the benefits of which arc already becom-

ing apparent. From every South American coun-

try and even from stricken Mexico delegates rep-

resenting every field of endeavor in behalf of

human welfare and progress have come to ex

change the discoveries they have made and the
knowledge they have gained for whatever the
scientists of our own land, laboring for the same

ends, have to offer them. Too much can scarcely
be expected of such a gathering, which marks
another great advance toward solidifying the in-

terests of the two continents, to the incalculable

benefit of both. All that has thus rar been ac-

complished toward the achievement of this pur-

pose is directly traceable to the work of the

Union and its director general, Mr.

John Barrett and his associates and supporters in

the two Americas. Neither the financial conference

nor the present scientific congress would have been

possible but for the preparatory and constructive
work of the Union; and the recog-

nition that in recent years has been accorded its

service is nt justice due it.
The whole world will be interested in this con-

gress at Washington, the layman searccly less so

than the scientist.

The War in 1916 Perhaps.
With the seers already occupied with the fate

of the embattled nations and with the military ex-

perts (retired) providing the necessary statistics
whereby it can be proved beyond a reasonable
doubt that cither the allies or the central empires

will be decisively defeated in the spring, or sum-

mer, or .in tin n ii, as the case may be, or that no-

body can, under any circumstances, defeat any-

body else with all this prophetic matter already

in the air it behooves us to look to our laurels.
It is easy, of course, to say that Germany will

come under the influence of (crinini or Casabianca

or some other malevolent constellation next April

and that at least one eminent personage, possibly

a crowned head, will pass from our midst. Or
we might say if we had space enough that unless

the majority of the voters of the United States
show a decided preference for the present adminis-

tration in November, ln6, the next President of

the United States will be .1 Republican. Tor our-

selves, however, we scorn the Delphic method.
When we oraculate we deliver the goods, straight
out of bond and in the original scaled packages.

W e feel it coming on I avctc lmgiiis, as the augurs
would say. The stars incline and the spirits at-

tend.
Within thirty days diplomatic relations between

the United States and the Austro-Hungaria- n gov-

ernment will be severed An unsuccessful attack
will be made upon the allied positions at Salomki.

Lord Derby's scheme for voluntary recruiting will

be declared in Parliament to be a failure.

Within sixty davs the allies will decide to

evacuate Salomki, C.rcccc having in the meanwhile

arranged with the central powers to permit Tur-

kish and Bulgarian troops to participate in the at-

tack There will be a general election in Great

Britain forced on the issue of conscription, but

really turning on the question of the present cabi-

net's inefficiency. A new ministry will be formed

with I.lovd George as prime minister. It will be

coalition in name, but will be dominated by the

Torv party. It will not include Asquith, Grey or
Kitchener and will include cither Milner, Curzon

or both A civilian will be made secretary of

war Carson and Balfour will both be members

of it
By the end of April the Germans will be pre-

paring to evacuate their present front in Russia

and will retire to a stronger and shorter front on

the istula and Bug rivers. The Russian forces

operating through Persia and the British forces

in Mesopotamia will together win a substantial vic-

tory over the Turks. Bagdad will be captured. In

this month an abortive attack on the Suez Canal

will be made. Gen. Smith Dorricn will be recalled

from Africa and given a high command

By the end of June Hungary will have broken
with Austria and retired from the war, her terri-

torial integrity having been insured by the allied
powers Serious riots openly led by members of
the social democratic party will have occurred in
Germany, demand being made for a cessation of

war and a constitutional form of government. The
riots will be suppressed with considerable blood-

shed During this period heavy offensives will be

undertaken by cither side on the west front with
insignificant gains in territory, but great loss of

linen. London will again be raided by Zeppelins

without material loss.

By the end of September Bulgaria, Greece and
Turkey will have commenced fighting among them-

selves. Italy, during this quarter, will capture
Gonzia and commence a "drive' into Carniola.

By Christmas the Germans will have again
shortened their line in the east. Germany will also
propose peace on the status quo ante helium, Ger-

many to pay a reasonable indemnity to rehabili-
tate Belgium. The terms will be refused. Ger-

many will also announce her inability to feed" her
prisoners and they will be transferred to a neutral
country.

There will be sonic trouble in Ireland which
will be settled amicably, home rule being granted
at once and a form of conscription for Ireland
going into effect. There will be a big naval bat-

tle during this quarter and a European monarch
will die.

THE WASHINGTON HERATJCTII The Dread ef CluMf Ie.
Br JOHH D. BAHRT.

It is possible for dislike of change to become
a .weakness. There are those who, under certain
circumstances, will suffer great inconvenience
rather than make a change.

We see well-to-d- o families who live in dis--
tricts that have become unattractive because they
have not the courage to break away from the old
associations and to take root elsewhere.

In the small affairs of life we are all more or
less likely to be influenced by the dread of
change. When we examine it, however, we find
it made up, at least in part, of very attractive
qualities. Devotion to old associations is certainly
lovable. It may extend to people that we really
don't care much about but have associated with
for a long time.

Husbands and wives, friends, even mere ac-

quaintances, are often kept together by the influ-

ence of time.
Many married couples, for example, would pre-

fer to go on living unhappily rather than make the
wrench of breaking the association of years. And
many friends who instinctively irritate one an-

other, find that, through time, their very irrita-
tion becomes enjoyable, perhaps delightful.

I have known a friend to be seriously con-

cerned when he found that an irritable friend had
become amiable.

In New York there is a writer of quaint fancies
who for many years has lived in a dingy, ram-

shackle hotel in a most unattractive quarter.
Whenever his friends ask him why he likes to live

there he invariably replies: "Oh, I pay so little
for so many inconveniences." In this way he keeps
his questioners from further interference. A few
of them realize that what keeps him there is his

dread of change. His dusty little room, filled with
books and prints, express his char-

acter. They arc really a part of him. To tear him-

self and his belongings away would be like tearing
his flesh.

Many human beings are like plants. They
flourish best in their own soil. When they arc
torn away they seldom thrive. Some natures strike
so deep that to tear them up by the roots is to
kill them. We all recognize the cruelty, for ex-

ample, of making old people move from the home
of years. Sometimes, after such a change, they
quickly die. The old associations have become as

vital to them as air. To the things Jbout us we
unquestionably give something of ourselves. After
a long period they become identified with our-

selves. Then they give something to us.

Jane Addams has told of a pathetic case that
came within her experience in Chicago An old

woman who for many years had lived alone in a
single room, struggling to keep alive, was finally-tol- d

that she must go to the poorhouse. The room,
with her little belongings, had become part of her
life; but she had to yield. So she gathered up

her things in a little battered trunk, and when the

officrr called for her he found her lying in despair
on the floor, with her arms encircling the trunk.
That trunk represented all that was left to her in

life, all that could go with her to soothe and com-

fort her in the new conditions
It is the people that are capable of changing

and that know how to change quickly and wisely,

that is, wisely from the point of view of the world,

who achieve success in life.
An American philosopher says that progress

consists of a scries of vvrenchs. Here he means

to identify progress with success. Perhaps he is

right He is surely right in believing that success
always means a scries of wrenches to some people,

it not to the victors, to the vanquished. The vic-

tors arc those who, instead of suffering from
wrenches, actually enjoy them, live by them, watch
for them, and do what they can to create them.

A Bis and Paying Customer.

November was a short month, but it was never-
theless able to break all monthly records of the
country's foreign trade. The total was half a bil
lion dollars exceeded imports Dy nearly

I $167,000,000, or at the rate of $J,ooo,ooo,ooo a year,
against a record yearly balance before the war of
5666,400,000. Hut stupendous as are these excess
purchases of goods from the United States by the
outside world, the current rise of exchange on
London indicate! that the problem of paying for
them is working 'out. Gold imports above exports

I in November were above $57,000,000. Some Sjo,- -
000,000 worm 01 .American securities must nave
been sold back in the same time. The use of pro-
ceeds from recent foreign loans placed here did
the rest. New York World.

Urgent Need of Guns.

It is somewhat reassuring to be told by the
War Department that the deficiency in the coast
defenses is in men and not in the defensive and
offensive works. It takes time to train the men,
but not nearly so much time as it docs to build
sixtccn-inc- h guns with their carriages and the em-
placements for them. But there should be no de-

lay in appropriating money for the sixtccn-inc- h

guns, and larger, with which the department urges
that the works be armed in place of the eight, ten,
and twelve-inc- h guns now in place, and the army
should be enlarged at least enough to provide an
ample number of thoroughly trained men to oc-
cupy the works and operate the big guns. Phila-
delphia Record.

The Recent Discovery of America.
More than $100,000,000 usually spent in Eu-

ropean travel was divided among the railroads,
hotels and their supporting enterprises in the
opinion of "sober-minde- d traffic men of the rail-
roads," quoted by Secretary Lane in his annual
report. Besides helping the country financially,
this discovery of America has doubtless done
something to obliterate the obstructive hyphen.
Springfield Republican.

If They Do.
If the Republicans nominate Roosevelt next

lycar it will mean one of two things that the Re
publicans arc in desperate straits, or that they
ought to be in strait jackets, or both. Kansas
City Journal.

Eager to Recognize.
After recognizing Carranza this country is even

more anxious to be able to recognize some of the
good results he has so liberally promised. Chi-
cago Herald.

Abo Interested.
It is wrong to say that the Democrats are the

only ones interested in the proposal to nominate
Roosevelt on the Republican ticket very, very
wrong, the Colonel htmselt is. intensely interest-
ed. Kansas City JournaL

Time the Aveager.
The men who pledged themselves not to cut

their hair until Mr. Bryan was "elected President
may be relieved by baldness. Albany journal.

' "
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Men's minds and consciences were stir It was in 1S3
red, also, by the pungent airs of the new

Not In America only, but through
out the whole Euron'an worm also 01
which she was an autlylng settlement,
the attention qf thinking men was set
upon new thoughts In that day of
change.

The year JK had seen political ana so-

cial revolution sweep to and fro. hardly
to be checked, upon the troubled Euro-
pean stage.

England had managed, as alwas, to be
beforehand with revolution, but only by
making many a radical change In her
laws.

01
Catholics, representation

a it

t

tutlons been
all that or embarrass

progress.
philanthropist, been

beforehand with
a humanity

The ry

d Tocquevllle

coprrlght

that American Anti-Slave-

Society was formed, at Philadel-
phia.

connected themselves with
Slavery rooted the wholo

economy "Of- - houth; constitution
of Union was founded upon ar-
rangements which took permanence
of slavery for granted, and.no who
was of crusading temper in-

clined give countenance a
movement miglit. If pushed far
enough, shake very foundations of

government.
But who gave themselves

he agitation wero of crusading temper
throughout thf country,Between and she repealed the

Corporation nnd Teat removal moreover,
many of the political uisaDiiiiies no-ma- n the Quakers',

reformed out of mind been
In Parliament, abolished slavery her became at
colonics, bettered system of poor re-

lief,
Petitions iMCan
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abolished tithes. trade there, break
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years him.
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what
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The abolition of silvery in the British
empire In 1S33 brought lgnantly home
to some men in the I nlt-- the on"! whole South's
matter in which Ami rlca was behind all
tho world. I Tomorrow!
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